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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PRETORIA 5041 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, SF 

SUBJECT: ACTING PRESIDENT WILL NOT SEEK STATE PRESIDENCY 

REF: PRETORIA 4942 

ACTING PRESIDENT MARAIS VILJOEN IS NOT EXPECTED TO SEEK THE 
PERMANENT POSITION OF STATE PRESIDENT, ACCORDING TO A WEEKEND 
REPORT IN THE AFRIKAANS PRESS. FRIENDS OF VILJOEN REPORTEDLY 
DESCRIBE HIM AS CONTENT WITH HIS PRESENT POSITION AS 
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. SINCE VILJOEN WAS THE LEADING 
CANDIDATE TO SUCCEED THE DECEASED NICOLAAS DIEDERICHS, HIS 
DECISION TO REMOVE HIMSELF FROM THE RUNNING, IF TRUE. IS CONSIDERED 
A SURPRISE. "DIE TRANSVALER” REPORTS THAT THE LOGICAL CANDIDATE 
FOR THE PRESIDENCY IS NOW SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION LOUWENS 
MULLER. THE PAPER INDICATES THAT OTHER UNNAMED SENIOR CABINET 
MINISTERS HAVE BEEN MENTIONED FOR THE JOB, AND BELIEVES IT 
UNLIKELY THAT THE MAN ELECTED WILL BE SOMEONE COMPLETELY OUT 
OF POLITICS. 
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